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We trust that he will be encouraged to proceed in his labors, 
and that he will continue to add volume to volume till his 
American Library is completed. 



Art. XL — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — An Oration pronounced before the Literary Societies of 
Amherst College, August 23, 1836. By Caleb Cushing, 
Boston : Light & Stearns. 8vo. pp. 40. 

This discourse, like all the productions of Mr. Cushing, is 
scholarlike and able. It breathes an ardent love of letters, and 
of country. Its main topic is popular eloquence, and its power 
in a republic like the United States. Mr. Cushing is a forci- 
ble writer, and abounds in illustrations drawn from a wide field 
of learning. His remarks on the eloquence of the ancients are 
discriminating. He awards them due applause for the glorious 
specimens of popular and forensic eloquence they have left us, 
without denying the moderns the ability to match them with 
their own weapons. While however we have read this oration 
with great pleasure, and think it well adapted to the audience 
and the occasion, we cannot but avow our opinion that Mr. 
Cushing's style is too elaborate. It is copious enough, but does 
not flow gracefully and easily. It has not what may be called a 
just modulation. The beginning, we think, does not strike the 
right key. The first sentence is as full and sounding as the 
last, as if the author had already worked himself up to a high 
pitch of feeling, and struck in, in mid-volley. This gives too 
artificial a cast to the oration. 

However, it is hardly worth while to pick flaws in a piece of 
such various merit. We wish one in a hundred, of the orations 
which come upon us by the thousand, were a hundreth part as 
good. 



2. — Surgical Observations on Tumours, with Cases and Opera- 
tions. By John C. Warren, M. D., Professor of Anat- 
omy and Surgery in Harvard University, and Surgeon of 
the Massachusetts General Hospital. Boston ; Crocker 
& Brewster. 1837. 8vo. pp. 607. 

This work was published, just as the present sheet was going 
to press. We have not had time therefore to examine it with 
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the care that we could wish ; but we have glanced at enough of 
its contents to satisfy us of its great value. 

It is an important contribution to the surgical profession, and 
in a department of that art where light was much needed. It is 
precisely of the character that might have been anticipated by 
those who knew its author, being distinguished throughout by 
great good sense, sound practical knowledge, and a happy talent 
of discrimination. 

This volume could only have been written by a man of long 
and extensive experience. For many of the diseases of which 
it treats are so rare, that few practitioners have an opportunity 
of seeing them sufficiently often, to become familiar with their 
nature and management. They are, however, important, and 
some of them within the control of remedies. 

Dr. Warren has pointed out the distinctive characters of the 
various tumours which he describes, with so much clearness, that 
it would not "be difficult for others to recognise them. He has 
also given the proper mode of treatment, including the remedial 
agents and the operatives. 

The author has conferred a great benefit on science and hu- 
manity, while he has made a substantial addition to his well- 
merited fame. The mechanical execution of the work is credita- 
ble to the country. It is printed on handsome paper, with clear 
type, and illustrated by several well executed colored prints. To 
the accuracy of most of these we can bear testimony, as we had 
an opportunity of seeing the greater part of the cases described in 
the volume. 



3. — The Works of Rev. Jesse Appleton, D. D., Late Presi- 
dent of Botcdoin College, embracing his Course of Theo- 
logical Lectures, his Academic Addresses, and a Selection 
from Ms Sermons ; with a Memoir of his Life and Char- 
acter. 2 vols. 8vo. Andover ; published by Gould & 
Newman. 1837. 

President Appleton was born in 1772, in New Ipswich, 
N. H. He was graduated at Dartmouth College, in 1792, 
settled in the ministry at Hampton, N. H., in 1797, and called to 
the presidency of Bowdoin College in 1807, in which station he 
remained till his death in 1819. Diligence, sobriety, method, 
and fidelity to himself and others, especially in his moral rela- 
tions, are traits, which marked his early years, and laid the 
foundation for the usefulness and distinction to which he after- 



